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Thanks to the Alzheimer Society of Canada



Labels –”timely” diagnosis of what and for 
what purpose? 
• Dementia
• Alzheimer’s
• Mild Cognitive Impairment

• Pre
• Early
• Late

• Preclinical or symptomatic Alzheimer's
• Subjective Cognitive Impairment 
• Aging Associated Cognitive Challenges



Dementia is a changing label

Japan and Asia from Chiho to Ninchisho

American psychiatry Major Neurocognitive 
Disorder





Alzheimer's is an outmoded 
concept, maybe even a 
cognitively challenged one

G7 process is ending (“curing”) Alzheimer's 
disease as a label by rightfully focusing on 
broader concept of dementia



What is the Myth of Alzheimer’s?

• Alzheimer’s is heterogeneous i.e. not a single disease
• Alzheimer's is related to severe brain aging – perhaps the same 

processes

Implications

• Cure or cures will be perhaps impossible, especially 
practically 

• Care, community, prevention and public health will be key

www.themythofalzheimers.com



Alzheimer’s Language Games
Is it “just” aging?



Asymptomatic Alzheimer’s disease –
Reisa Sperling (but “its aging”)



Neuropathology – not definite but 
“disengaged” –Brad Hyman but “it’s 
aging”



Biomarkers are unproven in many 
ways but being promoted





Basic science is 
Alzheimer’s/dementia is in 
trouble –scientifically and morally
Mice get Mouseheimer’s disease, not Alzheimer’s disease
Problems of replicability
Problems of fame and fortune



Alzheimer’s Disease Research Summits 
NIH May 2012 and Duke November 6, 2014
Cure or even effective treatment by 2020?

Nov. 6 conference at Duke will allow both national experts 
and concerned laypeople to catch up on the use of stem cells 
in Alzheimer’s research, a direction that is showing promise.



Care is not something we only do 
while waiting for a cure
Only politicians and those trying to raise money talk 
about cure as realistic in any time span but especially 
short…
And what would “cure” look like, back to “normal”?



Age and dementia-friendly 
communities movements



Japan -Omuta City



Germany - Arnsberg



Person (with dementia and 
otherwise) -friendly communities 
are what we need
Schools are essential to community and human 
flourishing
Intergenerational relationship and story-based 
learning is the most powerful
Literacy and especially ecoliteracy is essential to 
human survival



The Intergenerational School

Grew from 30 to 240 K-8 Students
95% African American
65% Poverty rate

Last year served 330+ adult learners

Consistently one of the top performing 
charter schools in Ohio

Internationally and nationally recognized for 
intergenerational programs and student 
success

www.tisonline.org



Intervention



Qualitative results



“Concert offers different take on Alzheimer’s 
disease” Cleveland Plain Dealer

Enhancing the role of art, music, and dance



Legacy Projects



Freeway Fighters
1960’s environmental 
activists









EXPLORE
needs / interests

7-Gen Resources

ENGAGE
dreams / aspirations

1 World, 1 Book

ENABLE ACTION
assets / strengths

Legacy Projects

Legacy Center  Toronto

YOU 177 is a r/evolution in the way we think and solve 
problems that strategically empowers and connects youth, 
adults, and elders of all ages and abilities for inspired lives, 
stronger communities, and a sustainable world. 1 World, 7 
Generations, 7 Billion People and YOU.

www.legacyproject.org 







World Dementia Council lead by 
World Dementia Envoy –what will the legacy of 

the G7 be?



“Think like a mountain” – a powerful 
metaphor to rethink dementia

What is aging (in community) about?
How can science contribute to life?
How central is the brain to thinking and 
valuing?
What does it mean to be a mortal human 
being? 
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